“Ministry by the Ear:TheArt of PoeticListening”
by KennethL.Gibble

1. GibblequotesM. CraigBarneswho says,"Whenwe beginwith our identity in Christandthe
pastoralcallto assistothersin becomingfully alivein him, we are freed from the drudgeryof being
managersandserviceprovidersto pursuesomethingmuchmore creative—beingoetsof the soul.”
Howis poetry different from other typesof writing? Whatdoesa poet seeor hearthat other writers
do not?

2. Inanotherplace,GibblequotesBarnessaying, The purposeof poetry isto revealthe mysteryand
the miraclethat lie beneaththe ordinary.It doesn’targue buttressagainstdoubt, or defend.lt
explores.”Cana pastorbe a pastorif he or shedoesn’tteach,argue,and defendthe gospeltruth?
Why or why not?

3. Whatwouldyoulike to tell teenagersthe government2he church?If youlistenedto thesegroups,
what do youthink they are saying?

4. Taketurnsreadingaloudfrom the poemsKenGibbleprovides.What doesthe churchsayto people
like the charactersn the poems?Whatdo you hearwhenyoureadthesepoems?



